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GOOD NEWS 
 

The word Gospel means “good news”.  We watch the news all the time to see what is going in our 
neighborhoods, in our cities, and all around the world. Most of the news these days is not very good.  The 
word for gospel in the scripture is talking specifically about the ultimate good news of Jesus and what he 
has done. 

Let’s just say I am an amazing scientist and I have been working with some chemist, medical doctors, and 
even nutritionists and we came up with the cure for cancer in a little small pill. Anyone would say that is 
gospel (and it would be if that were true).  Now let’s call this pill the “Gos-pill” for sake of illustration.  Let’s 
say I go to all the hospitals and start to spread the word that this Gos-pill will cure them of their cancer, I 
give out samples and people are cured immediately. This would be GOOD NEWS for all those sick patients 
and their families.  Now let’s say I shared with them that the pill (the Gos-pill) is not only the cure to their 
disease, but it would be available to them free of charge. They would not have to pay one penny for it 
because a very wealthy donor agreed to cover the price of the Gos- pill for all who were willing to receive it.  
That would be really, really GOOD NEWS, it would be OUTSTANDING NEWS.  We would call this gospel, 
good news that should be proclaimed to the whole world. Well, unfortunately we do not have the cure for 
cancer yet.  However, I have some really GOOD NEWS, amazing news, we have the cure for the deadliest 
disease known to mankind, and that deadly disease is a spiritual disease called sin.  Sin is like a spiritual 
cancer that has infected every living person on the face of the earth.  When left to itself, this disease of sin 
will lead to eternal death and separation from God for all of eternity.  But, praise be to God, we have the 
spiritual “Gos-pill” and it is absolutely free to us.  It did not come to us without a price, it came at a great 
price.  The death of God through the person of Jesus. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

In order to understand the “good news” of Jesus, we have to KNOW some other truths as well.  Below are 8 
truths to help us understand how Jesus is the good news and how he has done everything to restore our 
relationship with God.   
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Standard 

 
A standard is a goal to reach a level of quality or achievement.  This can be used to value the worth of 
something.  If the set standard is reached, then a value can be measured.  This is used in weight on a scale.  
The standard of pure gold is measured against its standard weight measure its worth or value. Moral 
character is also measured against the standard of laws or rules written.  There are many ways in which we 
use this word standard, but let’s think in relationship to God.   God’s glory (weight, fullness and likeness) 
and honor (love & respect) is the standard we should try and reach.  God deserves the highest honor 
because of his glory.  God is our creator and highest king; he deserves the highest Honor.  Honor has to do 
with price and value.  The one we value and love the most is the one we will honor the most.   The one we 
honor the most is also the one we will obey.  God requires full honor and devotion (full allegiance and 
commitment) and God requires us to be fully honorable to him to meet the standard for relationship with 
him.  To be part of God’s kingdom and relationship with him we must continue to live our lives in full 
submission and Lordship to God’s Honor.  The highest measurement of our full love and obedience is called 
Righteousness.  Righteousness is the perfect obedience and honor we should give to God.  God’s honor 
should always be our greatest target and goal in life.  When we measure our glory (our likeness and 
character) to God’s glory we do not measure up or meet the standard.   
 

 
Sinhala Revelation 4:11 

 
 
 
The word Honor means:  Respect, priceless worth, value above all else.  Full love and obedience are due to 
the one who is honored the most. 
 
Think relationally – what relationship in your life is the most important to you or the most valuable to you? 
Who do you love most? 



 

www.jaymasi.org/go 3 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Who or what do you trust most to give you happiness and peace? _____________________________ 
 
Who or what are you trusting in to give you peace in the afterlife? ____________________________ 
 
Who are you most willing to obey? ______________________________________________________ 
 
Who do you pray to and worship? _______________________________________________________ 
 
The one you trust, obey, pray to, and worship is the one you truly honor the most. 
 
God is worthy (deserving) of honor (to be valued above all) and glory (weight, credit) because he is the 
creator of all things.  The creation is always subject (under the authority) to its creator.  Just as a pot is 
simply molded and formed and serves the purpose to be used by its potter (creator), so we are created for 
an intended purpose, to glorify (make God famous) to others and to honor him above all else.   
 
The word glory means: Majesty (Beauty), Fame, Honor, Full, Weight (Heaviness), Credit, Rich.  Revelation 
4:11 above says God is worthy to receive “Honor and glory”.  God should get the credit (be known) for all of 
who he is.  God’s glory is all the fullness of who he is.  His glory is likened to weight like on a scale. 
 

 

 
Sinhala Psalm 145:17 

 
 
What 2 things does Psalm 145:17 say God is in all his ways and works? 
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1__________________________________________ 
 
2__________________________________________ 
 
 
Righteous= Perfect, right all the time, never wrong, always honorable.  This also includes his justice which 
means he judges fairly and gives the correct punishment deserved for dishonoring him (see shame and 
separation below).  

 
Sinhala Deuteronomy 32:3-4 

 
If we look at all of who God is by his very nature and add it all together it would reveal his glory (his beauty, 
splendor, and all of who he is).  Think of it like this: Imagine the scale reveals God’s full weight of glory as 
the standard which we must measure up to in order to fully honor him.  Let’s add God’s love (sacrificial 
kindness for the good of others) his justice (fairness and right to judge and punish sinners), his goodness 
(always do what is ultimately best for his children’s eternal existence) his righteousness (moral perfection, 
never doing wrong or anything dishonorable).  If we were to weigh all of God’s perfect goodness against 
ours then his would far out weigh ours.  His glory far surpasses our glory because we have fallen short of 
the glory of God and do not come close to measuring up to fullness of who he is.  

 
If we could weigh God’s love compared to mine, his would weigh more because he is way more loving than 
me. If I could weigh God’s Justice, Goodness, and Righteousness his would weigh a hold lot more than 
mine.  You see, God does not say people never do anything good and honorable, but our goodness does 
not measure up even close to all of who he is.  Romans 3:10 says, “as it is written, there is none righteous 
no not one.” Then in Romans 3:12 he says, “there is none who does good, not even one”. You see our 
righteousness (obedience and honor of God) and goodness does not come close to measuring up to God.  
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God does not measure our good and bad works against each other on a scale and then decide if we are 
honorable to him.  He weighs our righteousness and goodness against his.  We don’t even come close.  God 
is the standard of all that is honorable and righteous, and we fall way short. 

 
Sin 

 
Sin means to miss the mark.  This idea is used when someone is trying to hit the mark or target when 
shooting an arrow from a bow or bullet from a gun.  The target is the highest mark to hit.  Think of God’s 
Honor as the target that we should all strive to hit.  We do not always bring honor to God and treat him 
with the highest respect he deserves.  We should treat him as though he is our only King and God all the 
time.  We should only strive to love and obey him above all.  When we sin and disobey God, we are putting 
ourselves on the thrown and wanting to take God’s crown and put it on our own heads. We are saying to 
God; I want to rule my own life.  To sin, is to dishonor God in our hearts and to take him off the thrown of 
our lives. 
 

 
Sinhala Romans 3:23 

 
 
According to the above verse who has sinned and fallen short of the glory of God? ___________ 
 

 
Sinhala Romans 2:23 

 
 
According to Romans 2:23 above, what are we doing when we break God’s law?  
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
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Sinhala- Isaiah 53:6 

 
 
When we sin, we are turning to our own way and trying to bring honor to ourselves.  According to the 
above verse, who has turned to his own way?  Everyone or just Some people? ____________________ 

 
When we break God’s commands then we have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.  Our glory (full 
weight of goodness and honor) does not compare to God’s glory.  We do not measure up.  When we 
disobey God’s commands, we dishonor him.  We are making ourselves or someone else the King and god of 
our lives.  So our righteousness (honoring God) does not weigh up to God’s righteousness/honor. 

 
Taken From Exodus 20 

 
Look at the above verse to see if you have broken any of these commands.  If you have then you are a 
sinner and guilty of dishonoring God.  Circle at least 2 of the above commands that you have broken.  
James 2:10 says, if you have broken any of these commands then you are guilty.  This means we have 
dishonored God. 
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Shame 

 
The word shame means to be dishonored, to lose face (turn one’s face away), to blush (cheeks turn red) 
with terror (to be afraid and without hope), to be naked (fully exposed and seen in the sense that all sin 
and dishonor can be seen by God and others), to be disappointed, confused (not knowing what is 
happening) and completely without hope of any honor.   
Shame is the result of sin and the dishonoring of God as highest king and ruler.  When we disobey God and 
choose to go our own way, then we are trusting ourselves to be our own king and ruler and this always 
leads to shame.  When we see that our sin (dishonor of God) is seen by God then we lose face.  We turn our 
faces in shame and cannot hold our heads high.   When we sin and dishonor God then we deserve to be 
dishonored by God and put to shame.   

 
Sinhala- Jeremiah 17:13 

 
 

All who have turned away from the Lord shall be put to what? __________________________________ 
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Sinhala- Psalm 97:7 

 
 
According to Psalm 97:7 on the previous page, all worshipers of what are put to shame?________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_ 
 

 
Sinhala – Daniel 12:2 

 
 

Daniel 12:2 says that on the last of day when Jesus raises the dead that some will rise to “everlasting life, 
and  
 
some to __________________”(will be dishonored).  
 
Who are the ones who will rise to eternal life? (Read John 3:16, John 3:36,  and John 6:47) 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Romans 10:11 says those who trust in him (Jesus) will never be put to shame. 
 
Also read 1 Thessalonians 4&5 and Revelation 20 on more of this subject. 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 

www.jaymasi.org/go 9 

 
Separation 

 
Since God is righteous (perfectly right and fare) and deserving of highest honor all the time, he cannot be 
united to anyone or anything that is not honorable.  God desires relationship with us as his people, but God 
desires his own honor above all.  Because we dishonor God through disobedience and rebellion against his 
honor then that leads to separation.  Honor and dishonor cannot mix just as light and dark, or black and 
white cannot mix without diluting or fading the other.  If God were to live in unity with the dishonorable 
then he would lose honor and he will never do this.  There is no sin or dishonor found in God.  If there 
were, then he would stop maintaining his glory and the right to be honored about all else.  God must 
separate himself from all that is dishonorable and shameful.   

 
Sinhala- Isaiah 59:2 

 
 

 
Sinhala- Ezekiel 14:7-8 
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Sinhala- Romans 6:23 

 
 
Death is described as separation in the Bible.  There are 3 kinds of death spoken of in the Bible: Physical 
Death (when your body and spirit separate), Spiritual Death (relational separation from God and his family) 
and Eternal Death (Physical and Spiritual Separation in Eternal Shame and Fire).  The wages (payment) for 
sin results in all 3 kinds of death for those who do not honor Jesus as Lord.   

 

 
Sinhala- 2 Thessalonians 1:8-9 

 
 

In 2 Thessalonians 1:8-9 it says those who do not “know God” through faith in Jesus will suffer the 
punishment  
 
of what (verse 9)? “eternal________________, away from the _____________of the Lord and the glory of 
his might. 
 
Notice 2 things:  1- Those who don’t know Jesus will suffer “away from the presence of the Lord”, and 2- 
they will suffer away from “the glory of his might”.  To be away from the glory (the full measure of God’s 
honor), of his might.  God’s might is his power.  The part of God’s glory (nature of who he is) is mighty 
saving power.  Those who don’t know and trust Jesus as Lord will not have access to God’s resurrection 
power which is able to save from shame and separation.  There will be no power to honor those in hell.  
They will suffer eternal destruction away from the power of Jesus glory, honor and righteousness which can 
be credited (put in the place) to our spiritual glory.   
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Those who break God’s commands (all of us) are unrighteous and our lives are shameful and dishonorable.  
Our glory does not measure up to the full weight of God’s righteousness.  We do not deserve to be honored 
because we have dishonored God. We deserve shame. 
 
 

 
 

Our honor and glory has fallen way short of the weight of the Honor/righteousness and glory of God, 
therefore we deserve to be physically, spiritually, and relationally separated from God and his honor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

But don’t get discouraged, there is really GOOD NEWS to come.  Keep Reading! 
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Substitution 

 
A substitution is an exchange of one thing for another, or someone taking the place of someone else.  Just 
like Splenda is a substitute for sugar, or a football player substitutes for another player on a field, 
sometimes an exchange of places in necessary for good.  Jesus who is the Lord God in a human body 
became a substitution for sinners.  God knows that we as people continuously live a life of shame and 
dishonor rebelling against his commands and we continue to seek to be our own kings.  Because of God’s 
desire to restore his honor and our relationship with him, he was willing to come down to earth to make a 
way for our honor to be restored and for us to be seen as though we have always honored him.  Jesus, who 
is God and deserves to be Honored in the place of God and King humbled himself and took on the form of a 
man.  He lived a righteous life perfectly honoring God the father and never sinned (2 Corinthians 5:21, 
Hebrews 4:15, 1 Peter 2:22).  Jesus substituted his perfect honorable life, his death, and resurrection in our 
place.  Jesus exchanged the place we deserved to be put in and took on the sin, shame (dishonor), and 
separation from God we deserve when he died on the cross.  When Jesus rose from the dead, he proved his 
right to be honored in the place of God because he revealed his Lordship through his power over death. 

 

 
 
Who did the Lord lay our iniquities (guilt of dishonor) on? _____________________________________ 
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In Hebrews 12:2 is says that Jesus endured dying on the cross and he despised (thought nothing of) what? 
 
________________________________.  (Jesus did not think about the shame he was taking because of the 
joy that would come from bringing honor to God and to us.  He knew that his death and taking our shame 
would result in our salvation and being restored to his family.) 
 

 
Sinhala – Matthew 27:46 

 
 
Jesus was “forsaken” (put to shame and separated) from his father while on the cross bearing our sin.  
Everything we deserved to get that we read earlier in 2 Thessalonians 1:8-9, Jesus took on himself.  He was 
our substitute and took the shame and separation we deserve in order to Honor God and restore our 
honor.  Jesus substituted our sin to himself and his honor to us.   
 

 
Sinhala – 1 Peter 3:18 

 
 

Why does 1 Peter 3:18 say Jesus suffered? 
______________________________________________________ 
 
Jesus who is righteous (honorable) suffered in shame and separation from his father, for us who are 
unrighteous/shameful in order to bring us to God.  Jesus wants us to be in relationship with him. 
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Jesus (the righteous/honorable) was treated as though he was us (unrighteous, dishonorable), suffered and 
died on the cross to bring us to God. 
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Saving Faith 

 
Saving faith is to confess (admit) that Jesus is Lord God and trust his perfect honorable life, death, and 
resurrection was sufficient to restore our relationship with God and to make us be seen as though we 
honor him.  Because Jesus received the shame and separation from his father that we deserve, he satisfied 
God’s Honorable Justice (Right to Judge Sin and all that is dishonorable).  God carried out the due 
punishment of shame and separation we deserve for sin and rebellion on Jesus at the cross.  Jesus took 
away the dishonor we deserve to receive.  If we honor Jesus as our only Lord God and put him back on the 
thrown of our hearts, then he offers to share his honorable righteous record with us and makes us 
honorable to God.  Because Jesus honored God with his perfect life, death, and resurrection, then he is able 
to restore us to a place where God only sees us as though we have only ever honored him.  This is the great 
exchange (substitution) that Jesus offers to all who believe and trust in him.  
 
 

 
Sinhala – Romans 10:9-11 
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Sinhala – Romans 3:21-22 

 
 
 

 
John 1:12 
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Salvation 
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Sanctification 
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What is the Gospel (Good News)? 

The Gospel is summed up in 3 hope filled truths 

1- Who Jesus is - GOD THE SON (Jesus is God in human flesh.  God’s glory (likeness) is 
revealed in the face of Jesus. Jesus should be honored in our hearts as Lord God).                        

2- What Jesus did - EVERYTHING (God put forth Jesus to substitute his perfect honorable 
life, death and resurrection to be our substitution and take our sin, shame, and separation we 
deserve). 

3- What we do – TRUST IN JESUS AND WHAT HE DID (Honor Jesus as our Lord, and 
accept, by faith that Jesus perfect honorable life, death, and resurrection was sufficient to present 
us honorable and bring us into relationship with God).   

The gospel is all about Jesus.  When you hear the word gospel you should always think Jesus.  
JESUS=GOSPEL & GOSPEL=JESUS.  Jesus is God and this Gospel is of him, from him, and about him.  It 
concerns him (Romans 1:3).  Jesus is the Gospel.  The gospel is all about who Jesus is and what he did for us 
to bring us into perfect relationship with God.  

The Gospel is about Who Jesus is: GOD THE SON 

 

2 Corinthians 4:3-6 Sinhala (Sri Lanka) 
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1. What has the “god of this world” (the Devil) blinded people from seeing according 
to  
2 Corinthians 4:3-4? 

“The god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the  

Gospel of _________________________________________, who is the IMAGE OF GOD”.  

JESUS IS THE IMAGE (HUMAN LIKENESS) OF GOD.  Part of the good news Is that Jesus is God in human 
form. 

2. According to the Apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 4:5, what do they proclaim about 
Jesus? 

“For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as __________________”. 

So part of the good news (gospel) proclaimed is that Jesus Christ is Lord (God).  The word Lord in Greek is 
“kurios” which is the Greek translation of the Old Testament word for Yahweh or Jehovah.  We should 
Honor Jesus Christ as Lord with the Father.  Jesus has the same “glory” as the Father.   

3. According to 2 Corinthians 4:6, what has God shown in our hearts?  

“God who said, let ‘light shine out of darkness’ has shone in our hearts to give the 
_________________________________________________________ IN THE FACE OF JESUS CHRIST”.  

God has shone (revealed) to us that all the glory of God is found in Jesus.  Remember, from the previous 
section, God’s glory means all his fullness and the full weight of everything that he is and should be given 
credit for is all wrapped up in his glory.  For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell”. (Colossians 
1:19) If we want to know God, then we have to know Jesus. 

 

Circle some of the 7 truths from the picture below have we seen so far in 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 
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Paul’s Assumption When Claiming Jesus is LORD 

(Paul Assumes That We Know that the LORD (Yahweh/Jehovah) is One God in 3 Persons -Father, 
Son/Jesus, and Holy Spirit) 

The LORD (Yahweh) of the Old Testament claimed to be the only God and Savior.  We must not just 
confess that Jesus is a god among many gods, but that he is the only true God (Yahweh). 

Scriptures below are from the Old Testament where the LORD claims he is the only God and demands 
that we Honor him and only him as God. 
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There is No God but the LORD (Yahweh/Jehovah) 

 

Sinhala Isaiah 43:10-11 

 

 

Sinhala Isaiah 45:22 

 

 

Other Verses About There Being Only One True God: 

Isaiah 36:18-20, Isaiah 37:16, Isaiah 37:19, Isaiah 41:4, Isaiah 42:17, Isaiah 43:12-13, Isaiah 44:6, Isaiah 
44:8, Isaiah 45:16-17 (Idol makers are put to shame), Isaiah 48:11-12  
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The Gospel is about What Jesus Did: Everything to make Us Honorable to God 

 

 

Sinhala 1 Corinthians 15:3-6 

 

 

According to I Corinthians 15:3-6, What 4 things do we see that Paul says are “of first 
importance” when it comes to understanding the good news of what Jesus did. 

1 “Christ ________________ for our sins” (Verse 3) 

2 “He was _______________” (Verse 4) 

3 “He was _______________ on the third day (Verse 4) 

4 “He _______________ to” “Cephus”, “the twelve”, and “to more than five hundred”.  
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Sinhala 1 Corinthians 1:17-18 

 
 
What did Paul say Christ sent him to preach? ___________________________ 
 
What do we need to speak about Christ that seems foolish to those who are perishing 
(unbelievers)? 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What does the message of the cross bring according to verse 18 above? 
_____________________________________ 

 

 
Sinhala 1 Corinthians 2:2 

 
 
What do the above verses say we need to preach and speak about that is the most 
important thing about the gospel (good news)? _____________________________ 
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The Gospel is about What We Do: Honor Jesus as Lord, and Trust in What He 
Did 

 

Sinhala- 1 Corinthians 12:3 

 
 
What does this scripture say that no one can say without the Holy Spirit’s help? 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
Sinhala Romans 10:9-10 
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What do we need to confess about Jesus according to Romans 10:9-10 on the previous 
page? ___________________________________________________________________ 
*Confess means: to acknowledge and agree with God.  God wants us to agree that Jesus is 
the Lord God 
 
What do we need to believe (trust) God did for us through Jesus? ___________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Sinhala Romans 3:21-22 

 
*Righteousness = Honorable Perfection, to meet God’s Standard of Honoring him all the time 
 
God’s righteousness comes through what? 
_________________________________________ 
Faith= Understanding the truth of Jesus and what he did 
Believe= Choosing to trust Jesus as your only Lord (God) and that his honorable life, death, and resurrection 
was substituted for you in order to make you honorable to God. 
 

Which Truths Do We See Revealed in the Gospel? 
 

 
 

WILL YOU CONFESS JESUS TO BE YOUR ONLY LORD GOD AND TRUST IN THE GOSPEL? 


